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Winnebago County COVID-19 Recommendations
The State of Wisconsin and Winnebago County have worked hard to control the spread of COVID-19
thus far, but the virus is still a significant threat to our community. As we begin to open our businesses
and communities, we remind our residents and visitors that, although the Safer at Home orders have
been lifted, COVID-19 has not gone away and our recommendations still remain. The efforts we all take
now will determine how well the virus continues to be contained.
Winnebago County issues the following recommendations to serve as guidelines to control the
transmission of the virus throughout our communities, effective immediately.
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 252.03(1) & (2), the undersigned Health Officer recommends the following
within Winnebago County:

General Guidance for Everyone
•
•

•
•

Stay home if you are sick and seek appropriate medical care.
Practice Physical Distancing and Protective Measures, including the following:
o Maintain physical distancing of six (6) feet or more between people not residing in a single
living unit or household;
o Minimize time spent with anyone outside your immediate household;
o Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds as frequently as possible or
use hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol;
o Cover coughs or sneezes (into the sleeve or elbow, not hands) and then handwash or
sanitize;
o Regularly disinfect high-touch surfaces and objects;
o Avoid handshaking and hugging;
o Avoid touching your face;
o Use a mask or cloth face covering in public, at gatherings, workplaces, or where it is
difficult to maintain physical distancing;
o Limit travel to reduce the potential for virus transmission;
o Monitor yourself for symptoms of COVID-19; if you develop symptoms, stay home and call
your healthcare provider;
o Follow all other public health recommendations issued by the State of Wisconsin
Department of Health Services, Winnebago County Health Department, and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Utilize curbside pickup as much as possible.
Only enter establishments that are practicing the customer and worker protections listed below.

Businesses, Non-Profits, and other Entities
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Follow the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation Reopening Guidelines for industryspecific sectors found here: https://wedc.org/reopen-guidelines/
Follow the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection’s guidelines and
recommendations for food supply, delivery, and recreational facilities:
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/News_Media/Covid19FoodSupplyDelivery.aspx
Follow the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s guidance:
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/
Reduce capacity and modify physical spaces to ensure adequate physical distancing for
customers and staff.
Increase standards of facility cleaning and disinfection of all areas.
Provide and encourage face coverings and PPE.
Provide signage for and encourage good hand hygiene.
Screen employees for illness and have sick employees stay home.
Promote telecommuting or work-from-home.
Implement strategies and practices based on the following sources:
o Centers for Disease Control & Prevention: https://cdc.gov/coronavirus/
o State of Wisconsin Department of Health Services: https://dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/
Consult with your local Chamber of Commerce and the Winnebago County Health Department
to gather additional information to safely resume business activities.
Promptly contact the Winnebago County Health Department in the event of COVID-19 illness in
employees.

Gatherings
•
•
•

Avoid gatherings of 10 or more people or any gathering for which you cannot maintain physical
distancing of at least six (6) feet between people not residing in a single living unit or household.
Avoid situations where you are unable to exercise appropriate physical distancing with nonhousehold members.
Consider cancelling or postponing events or gatherings of more than 10 people.

Travel Guidance – assume COVID-19 is present in your community and in any you visit
•
•
•

Stay home as much as possible, especially if your trip is not essential.
Traveling outside your local community is highly discouraged because you may have less control
of your surroundings or situations that put you at risk.
Do not travel if you are sick or travel with someone who is sick.

•

•
•

If you must travel, consider the following precautions:
o Avoid close contact with others; keep at least six (6) feet of physical distance from others at
all times.
o Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use a hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60% alcohol, especially after you have been in a public place, after
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
o Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
o Wear a mask or cloth face covering in public.
o Travel alone when possible or only with household members.
o Travel in a vehicle if possible to have more control of who you may come into contact with.
o Consult with your employer in advance about your travel plans and plan for how you will
limit exposure to others during your travels.
o Do not attend gatherings.
o Limit your time indoors in environments such as restaurants, bars or other establishments
that do not have strategies in place to reduce risk of respiratory exposure from others.
Self-monitor or self-quarantine for symptoms of COVID-19 if you travel outside of your local
community or otherwise have been unable to follow all travel guidance.
Follow additional guidance and precautions for travel from:
o Winnebago County Health Department:
https://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/sites/default/files/uploadedfiles/travel_guidance_wchd_7.2.20.pdf
o WI Department of Health Services: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/travel.htm
o Centers for Disease Control & Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html

Enforcement
This document provides recommendations and does not provide for enforcement via civil or criminal
penalty.

Duration
This communication shall become effectively immediately and shall remain in effect until revoked or
superseded by subsequent recommendations or order.
As the local health officer for Winnebago County, I further recognize this situation will continue to
evolve and may require future recommendations or orders to protect the public’s health and safety. In
making those future decisions, Winnebago County will be guided by the following principles:
• Protecting public health and safety are our primary responsibility.
• Continuation and resumption of business and personal activity is essential to the well-being of
our community.
• Scientific data and local information must guide our public health decision-making.
• Any orders issued will be consistent with established legal authority granted to Local Health
Officers, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 252.03(1) & (2).
• Any orders issued will strive to avoid inequity amongst the individuals, businesses, and
communities impacted.
• Gathering perspectives from local stakeholders is valuable.

•

We trust that residents and businesses will follow recommendations and guidance from Public
Health authorities to protect each other.

Please see the Winnebago County Health Department website at
https://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/health for the most up-to-date guidance and resources.
Thank you for your commitment to keeping our communities safe as we navigate these coming months.
Your efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19 are greatly appreciated by those who live, work, and play in
Winnebago County.

__________________________________________
Douglas Gieryn
Health Officer, Winnebago County
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