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Footnotes:
a The risk category for these rows would be elevated by one level if EP had extensive body contact with the
patients (e.g., rolling the patient, close physical engagement with positive case as in law enforcement maneuvers).
b The risk category for these rows would be elevated by one level if EP performed or were present for a
procedure likely to generate higher concentrations of respiratory secretions or aerosols (e.g., cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, intubation, extubation, bronchoscopy, nebulizer therapy, sputum induction). For example, EP who
were wearing a gown, gloves, eye protection and a facemask (instead of a respirator) during an aerosolgenerating procedure would be considered to have a medium-risk exposure.
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Close contact for healthcare exposures (and adapted for EP) is defined by the CDC as:
• a) being within approximately 6 feet (2 meters), of a person with COVID-19 for a prolonged period of time
(such as caring for or visiting the patient; or sitting within 6 feet of the patient in a healthcare waiting area
or room); or
•

b) having unprotected direct contact with infectious secretions or excretions of the patient (e.g., being
coughed on, touching used tissues with a bare hand). One can concluded this would also apply to EP.

Prolonged Exposure:
• Data are insufficient to precisely define the duration of time that constitutes a prolonged exposure.
• It is reasonable to consider an exposure greater than a few minutes as a prolonged exposure.
Considerations:
• Duration of exposure: longer exposure time likely increases exposure risk
• Clinical symptoms of the patient: e.g., coughing likely increases exposure risk; aerosol-generating
procedures
• PPE worn by EP and Positive Case: whether the patient was wearing a facemask (which can efficiently block
respiratory secretions from contaminating others and the environment), PPE used by personnel
• Risk: all HCP are at some risk for exposure to COVID-19, whether in the workplace or in the community
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