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The Wave of the Future

PURPOSE: To protect water quality, fish, wildlife habitat and natural scenic
beauty, and to promote preservation and restoration of native vegetation.

REQUIRED PERMITS: A zoning permit is required to remove any
vegetation within 35’ of the ordinary high water mark.

MAINTENANCE: Routine maintenance is allowed without a permit.

REPLACEMENT: Removal of vegetation typically requires that a similar
species of plant, capable of reaching the same height, is planted to replace
the removed vegetation.
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THIS HANDOUT IS ONLY INTENDED TO ASSIST INDIVIDUALS WITH A BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE
REMOVAL OF VEGETATION — VEGETATIVE BUFFERS. OTHER RULES AND REQUIREMENTS APPLY.

COMPLETE RULES AND REGULATIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT:
WWW.CO.WINNEBAGO.WI.US/GENERALCODE; CHAPTER 23.8-456
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http://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/GENERALCODE

_What can burfers do if they're big enough?

Recommended Shoreline Buffer Widths
A Research Summary
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Review of 52 U.S. studies by Aquatic Resource Consultants, Seattle WA

A 35 foot deep shoreline buffer does not keep bacteria from poop out of the water. In many

situations, it doesn’t keep P and sediment out of the water, and isn't enough for wildlife.




' Buffers affect birds

Shoreline buffers provide habitat for Lawns provide habitat for

= Eagles, loons, great blue herons, « Canada geese
wood ducks and more

Geese avoid buffers because
they can conceal predators
such as coyotes, foxes and
raccoons

Goose video at youtube.com/watch?v=90ef1C_kPNI




Shoreline buffers

Blue grass
oots are 1-2
inches deep
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Native 'plang roots are 5-15 feet deep,
holding much more soil and P in place

| |Root Systems of Prairie Plants b

Fhe fundamental basis for encournging use of native plant species for improved ol erosion contral In streams and stormwater fuciities lee in the fact that 1
7] hative plante have extensive root aystems which improve the ablity of the soil o infiltrate water and withotand wet or erosive conditions. Native plant 2
'§ \ ppecies, e those listad in this Guids, often have groater bomass pglow the surface. In this iustration, nots th y agrass chown on the far lsft,
14 ' phich, when compared to native graes and forb epacies, extibite a shaliow root eystem. Shetration provided by Heidi Naturs of the Conservation Research o
: 1 | i natitute, .
L [ 5

Newrncky Lead Missours Indiae Compans  Porcupine Hrark Fralrie Dig Blee Take Traiw Side Opte Fatse Swiich White Latte [ Prrple e
Lirmm *

Blue grass cannot hold as much soil in place as native plants because blue grass has much shorter roots.
Blue grass can lead to loss of shoreline, erosion, and sediment covering fish spawning beds.
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