
2024
Muddy Bottom Farmers

Producer-Led Group

The mission of the Muddy Bottom Farmers (MBF) Producer-Led Watershed Group
is to bring farmers together to learn from each other and build community. The
Muddy Bottom Farmers vision is to create a community between the public and
the farmers focusing on the importance of water quality while still maintaining

sustainable and profitable agricultural operations. 



2024 
Winter

Workshop

The Muddy Bottom Farmers (MBF) started their year strong with their first
Annual Winter Workshop in March. This meeting began with an introduction to

the MBF group and had five guest speakers. The farmers learned about
Nutrient Stratification, Crop Insurance, and Crop Marketing, followed up by a

discussion about Resistant Weeds and Equipment. The meeting brought
together 23 local farmers to share their experiences and learn from one

another while enjoying a locally catered lunch. 

MUDDY BOTTOM FARMERS

EVENTS



2024 Winter Workshop (con’t)



WPS Farm Show 
In late March, the Muddy Bottom Farmers partnered with Winnebago

County Land & Water Conservation Department (LWCD) to host a booth at
the Wisconsin Public Service (WPS) Farm Show. The WPS Farm Show is an
annual event held at the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) Grounds.
This show is an opportunity for agricultural businesses and the community
to see the latest in farm equipment, services, and technology from around

400 exhibitors throughout the U.S. and Canada. MBF advertised their group
and promoted upcoming events. 



Grilled Cheese on the Farm
On June 1st, to celebrate June Dairy Month, a local farm partnered with the

Winnebago County Farm Bureau (WCFB) to host a "Grilled Cheese on the Farm"
event. This public event provides an opportunity for attendees to see how the farm
operates while participating in fun activities for the children and enjoying a savory
grilled cheese sandwich cooked by the WCFB. This year the MBF hosted their own
booth, where kids could make their own soil profile to learn the different types of

material in soil, and the adults could see an agricultural drone available for use by
the MBFs in their cover crop and no-till operations. 



Cook Out & No-Till Conversation

On June 10th the group hosted a "Cookout & No-Till Conversation" for the
farming community. Seventeen of the group's members came together to
talk about successes and challenges they faced this planting season. They
brainstormed ideas and solutions for next planting season.



Rainfall Simulator
Winnebago County Fair

                           August brought the Winnebago County
Fair where the MBF partnered with Levi

Schultz from the Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) to display

the NRCS Rainfall Simulator. This
Rainfall Simulator demonstrates the

importance of conservation practices by
comparing different soil health systems
under heavy rainfall events. The Rainfall

Simulator was located near the fair
animal barns.  Demonstrations were run

several times and allowed time for
audience questions and answers.



Farmer Social

August 7th was the Farmer Social Field Day. The day started with Jim Luedtke
introducing the MBF group and explaining what they hope to accomplish. Monica

Schauer (UW Researcher) and Lindsey Rushford (UW-Ext Coordinator) talked about
the DATCP Nitrogen Optimization Pilot Program (NOPP), which 3 of the MBF are a

part of. The Soil Pit Demonstration came next and was past knee deep with mud and
water by the time Jamie Patton (NRCS) got to present. They placed several pallets in
the water for Jamie to stand on, however she was still soaked. The Soil Pit explained
why this group named themselves the "Muddy Bottom Farmers". Derrick Rasper and

Levi Schultz demonstrated the NRCS Rainfall Simulator using local soil types to
show the amount of runoff in different tillage systems. About 38 people attended the

event and conservation discussion.



Farmer Social (con’t)

The Soil Pit explained why this group named themselves the
"Muddy Bottom Farmers".



PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

Farm Signs

Banner

T-shirts

Equipment & Window  Stickers



DATCP Producer-Led Meeting
DATCP Producer-Led Meeting

OTHER EVENTS ATTENDED



Wisconsin Water
and Soil Health

Conference
Jim Luedtke was on the

Farmer Panel  for Insights
into On-Farm Nitrogen

Research



Jim Luedtke was on the
planning committee.

Several MBF were in attendance.

2024
Farmer

Roundtable
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IN THE NEWS



2024 Winter Basin Buzz Article
Fox Wolf Watershed Alliance



2024 Summer Basin Buzz Article
Fox Wolf Watershed Alliance



Upper Fox-Wolf 
Demonstration Farms Network

2024 Year End Report



https://www.wearegreenbay.com/midwest-farm/life-on-the-farm-nitrogen-optimization-pilot-program/

We Are Green Bay
Life on the Farm with Jeremy Hansen

https://www.wearegreenbay.com/midwest-farm/life-on-the-farm-nitrogen-optimization-pilot-program/


Winnebago County
Land & Water Conservation Department

2023 Annual Report



Thank You Partners!

Thank you to Winchester School & Historical Society
for the use of your space for meetings & events. 



Collaborator
Winnebago County LWCD

(920) 232-1950
https://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/lwcd
www.facebook.com/WinnebagoLWCD

CONTACT INFORMATION

www.facebook.com/MuddyBottomFarmers

President
Jim Luedtke

(920) 422-4957

https://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/lwcd
https://www.facebook.com/WinnebagoLWCD
https://www.facebook.com/MuddyBottomFarmers

