Agenda Item Report

Winnebago County

DATE: September 22, 2023 et b
FROM: Jerry Bougie, Director of Planning and Zoning
RE: Review and discussion on Winnebago County Land Information program updates and 2024

proposed budget and Council action to recommend the proposed 2024 Land Records Modernization
budget to the County for consideration.

General Description:

This is an annual meeting of the Land Records (Information) Council to review and recommend to the
County on the annual budget for the Winnebago County Land Information Office's Land Records
Modernization (LRM) budget (cost center 081).

Action Requested:

Motion and second to recommend the annual Land Records Modernization budget to the County for its
consideration.

Procedural Steps:

(Show each level of committee and board approval needed, with meeting dates.)
Committee of Jurisdiction: Land Records Council Meeting date: October 3, 2023
Action taken: Vote:
Other Committee: Planning & Zoning Meeting date: October 6, 2023
Action taken: No action to be taken Vote: N/A

County Board X Meeting date: TBD (Budget deliberations)
Background:

In 2010, the State of Wisconsin passed Act 314 - which was codified in Wisconsin Statute 59.72(3m) —
that requires Counties that receive funding through the Wisconsin Land Information Program (WLIP) to
form a Land Information Council to "...review the priorities, needs, policies, and expenditures of the land
information office established by the Board and advise the county on matters affecting the land
information office.”" As a result, since the County has long participated and received funding from the
State WLIP program, the Winnebago County Board in 2010 formed the Land Records (Information)
Council to carry out the stated purpose and requirements of Act 314 and 59.72(3m), Wis. Stats.

Policy Discussion:

Pursuant to 59.72(3m), the Land Records (Information) Council is an advisory body only. As such, the
Council has historically provided the County with its advisory recommendations on the Land Information
Office's annual budgetary priorities and needs. The priorities and budgetary needs are required to be in
accordance and consistent with the County Land Information Office's 3-year Land Information Plan that
identifies the GIS and other Land Information related projects and programs that are intended to be
achieved over the next 3-year horizon of the plan. The plan is a requirement of the WLIP program and is




reviewed and approved every 3 years by the Council and the Wisconsin Department of Administration —
the state agency that manages the WLIP program statewide.

In accordance with the WLIP program and State Statute, the funding source for the annual LRM budget
comes from the recording fees collected in the Register of Deeds Office, whereby the LRM fund (081)
receives 8 of every $30 of each document recorded. The Register of Deeds Office retains $15 of the
$30 and the State WLIP program receives the remaining $7. In addition to the revenue received
through recording fees, the County's Land Information Program is eligible for annual State WLIP Grant
funds that help offset the costs in the annual County LRM budget. As a result of the retained fees and
grants, The County LRM budget and program is entirely self-funded and requires no funding from the
County levy.

Fiscal Impact:
There is no fiscal impact on the County Levy, as the program is self-funded through the allocation of the

$8 of every $30 of recording fees from documents recorded in the Register of Deeds Office and from
State Land Information grants available to Counties that comply with the State WLIP requirements.

Attachments:

Proposed 2024 Land Records Modernization budget.
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