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One alternative would revive
legls]anon that. Dave .Camp,
then chiairman of the Ways and
Means Committee, pmposed in
2014. That plan featured a 25%
corporate rate, but it, forced
"ompames into longer depreu-
amm schedules, included a
bank tax. and drew opposition

ffom Republicans and multina-

tional corporations. Mr. Camp’s
plan gave Mr, Brady and House
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wiscon-
sin the path to border ad]ust
ment—as a way, to cut rates
without the painful trade-offs
that bedeviled Mr Camp’s pro-
posal.

Another opnon would be to
cut taxes and worry less about
budget deficits. Messrs. Brady
and Ryan say their goal is to
craft a proposal that wouldn’t
increase the budget deficit—af-
ter assuming economic growth
and excluding the costs of re-
pealing Affordable Care Act
taxes. They haven’t produced a

full bill or estimates showing | ti

how their math adds.up.

Deep tax cuts face tougher
Sexate; pmcedmal hurdles that
would likely reguire them to
expire after 10 years. -

Sen, David Perdue (R., Ga.),
a former mtall executive, said
lawmakers should scrap bor-
der adjustment, focusing on
lower tax rates and counting
on economic growth to make
up revenue shortfalls.

“Trust the free-enterprise
system. Get this tax structure
simplified, competitive with the
rest of the world and then watch
this economy grow,” he said.

But Senate Republicans ha-
ver't coalesced behind a plan.
“Whit I want to do is sqcceed.
And success means 51 votes in

the Senate and a presidential

signature ovér sumeﬂung that
makes Amenca more competi-
tive,” Ma]onty Leader Mitch
McConnell (R., Ky.) said in an
mtemew t}ns past week. -
' —Siobhan Hughes
contn'buted to thls arm:le
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In a worrisome sm;n for the -
U.S. opioid erisis, a synthétic

narcotic with temfymg po-
tency has been tied to hun-

dreds of overdose deaths since
it first emerged in Ohio -in

Authorities have connected
the drug, carfentanil, to at
least 700 fatalities in states
inchiding Ohio, Michigan and
Florida, according to data
compiled by The Wall Street
Journal from county medical
examiners and NMS Labs, a
private laboratory outside
Philadelphia that performs
toxicology testing for counties
around the U.S.

As of early November, the § /

thatwereanaiyzedbyfederal,
state and loeal labs. The

agency has confirmed seizures
of the drug in at least 10
states, mainly in the Midwest,
Appalachia and the South.

Carfentanil is a particular
concern because of its extreme
potency: It is up to 100 times
more powerful than fentanyl,
the narcotic blamed for wors-
ening the opioid crisis in re-
cent years. Carfentanil—the
legal version is intended to se-
date large animals, like ele-
phants—is also about 10,000
times as powerful as mor-
phine, according to the DEA.

There were over 33,000 fa-
tal o'pioid overdoses in the
U.S. in 2015, according to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

- Even a minute trace of car-
fentanil can be deadly. Because
it can be absorbed through the
skin or accidentally inhaled as
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Carfentanil has been connected te at least 700 fatalities.

an airborne powder, law-en-
forcement personnel face sig-
nificant peril in investigating
scenes where it may be pres-
ent. Users who overdose on it
usually require an especially
large amount of naloxone, an
overdose-reversal drug carried
by many first responders.

Several self-described opi-
oid users have told the Journal
they wouldn’t intentionally
take carfentanil and that it
strikes fear in the drug com-
munity. One called it a “mur-
der weapon” because it is so
powerful.

Dealers often mix carfenta-
nil with herein and other opi-
oids and seli It to unsuspect

i

ing users, the DEA says. Profit
is a likely motive since dealers
can convert a small shipment
of carfentanil into a large
amount of retail product.
Authorities first detected
carfentanil .in Ohjo last sum-
mer. It hit Akron on the July
Fourth weekend, according to
local authorities. First ré-
sponders rushed 15 overdose
victims through the doors of
Cleveland Clinic Akron General
hospital during a single eight-.
howr shift, an unusually high
number, said Nicholas
Jouriles, chairman of . the
emergency department there.
Lakshmi Sammarco, the
Hamilton (:ounty eoroner, said
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a rash of about 175 overdoses
hit the Cincinnati area in just
one week last August, many
due to carfentanil.

“l was getting panicked
phone calls from EMS and po-
lice,” she said, as emergency
medical services personnel
and officers responded to one
overdose after another.

The medical examiner’s of-
fice in Summit County, which
includes Akron, has counted at
least 133 cases in which people
died with carfentanil in their
systems. The drug was so un-
usual when it first arrived that
the county had to get a refer-
ence sample—used to validate

‘tests—from a zoo in Cleve-
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land, said Lisa Kohler, the
county medical examirier.

In September, the DEA is-
sued a nationwide warning to
police and the public about
the drug. “Carfentanil is sur-
facing in more and more com-
munities,” DEA Administrator
Chuck Rosenberg said.. “It is
crazy dangerous.”

The following month,
health authorities in Michigan
issued a warning about the
drug. The state hasn't tallied
carfentanil overdoses yet, but
NMS Labs, which works with
some of the largest counties in
Michigan, has counted 170
cases there, said Donna Pap—
sun, an NMS toncolog:st
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