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015-52016 1 

RESOLUTION: Request Sheriff to Read Declaration of Independence on Courthouse 2 

Steps on July 4, 2016 3 

TO THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 4 

WHEREAS, t he Con t inen t al Congress, b y a Declarat ion  o f  Ind ep end ence, d at ed  July 4, 1776, 5 

clear ly d eclared  t he inhab it an t s o f  New  Ham p sh ire, Massachuset t s, Rhod e Island , Con nect icut , New  6 

York, New  Jersey, Pen nsylvan ia, Delaw are, Maryland , Virg in ia, No r t h  Caro lina, Sout h  Caro lina and  7 

Georgia, w ere no  lon ger  co lon ial sub ject s t o  b e exp lo it ed  arb it rar ily b y servan t s o f  t he King and  8 

Par liam en t  o f  Great  Br it ain , b ut  now  w ere f ree cit izens o f  t heir  o w n  t er r i t o r ies, and  t h at  f ree 9 

cit izens should  const it u t e t h e govern m en t s f o r  t hose t er r i t o r ies; and  10 

 WHEREAS, t he Con t inen t al Congress p rovid ed  t hat  sam e d ay, b y o rd ers o f  t heir  Ho use, t hat  11 

t heir  Declarat ion  shou ld  b e p roclaim ed  aloud  and  p ub lished  t o  t h e f ree cit izens o f  t h e t er r it o r ies 12 

rep resen t ed  in  t heir  Co ngress; and  13 

 WHEREAS, t he no t if icat ion  o f  t he Declarat ion  t o  r esp onsib le cit izens w as t hen  d on e b y 14 

sher if f s w h o  p roclaim ed  it  at  t he cour t house st ep s, b y clergym en  w ho  read  it  f rom  t heir  p ulp it s, 15 

and  b y p r in t er s w ho  p r in t ed  it  in  t heir  gazet t es;  and  16 

 WHEREAS, t he Con t inen t al Congress t hus in it iat ed  a p ro cess t hat  has creat ed  t he 17 

Const it u t ion s an d  st at e govern m en t s o f  o ur  Un ion  includ ing t he Con st it u t ion  and  govern m en t  o f  18 

t he St at e o f  Wiscon sin . 19 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED b y t he Winneb ago  Coun t y Board  o f  Sup erviso rs t hat  it  20 

hereb y req uest s Sher if f  John  Mat z t o  r ead  t h e Declarat ion  o f  Ind ep end ence f r om  t h e st ep s o f  t h e 21 

Cour t house at  8:00 a.m . on  t h e m orn in g o f  July 4, 2016, as t h is w as t he cust om  in  t h e ear ly h ist o r y 22 

o f  our  coun t r y. 23 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED b y t he Winneb ago  Coun t y Board  o f  Sup erviso rs t hat  w e ask Sher if f  24 

      t o  read  t h e d ocum en t  w it hout  f u r t h er  com m en t  o r  sp eech .  Th is even t  is in t end ed  f o r  t hose 25 

p resen t  t o  hear  t he w o rd s o f  t he Declarat ion  as w e b egin  t o  celeb rat e our  Day o f  Ind ep end ence.  26 

 27 

Respectfully submitted by: 28 

JUDICIARY AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 29 

Committee Vote:  4-0 30 

Vote Required for Passage:  Majority of Those Present 31 

 32 

 Approved by the Winnebago County Executive this   day of      , 2016. 33 

 34 

               35 
      Mark L Harris 36 
      Winnebago County Executive 37 


