
 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

 

DATE:  May 6, 2019 

 

TIME:  9:00 A.M. 

 

PRESENT: David Albrecht, Highway Committee Chairman 

Tom Egan, Highway Committee Member 

Chuck Farrey, Highway Committee Member 

Robert Warnke, Highway Committee Member 

Raymond Palonen, Highway Commissioner 

 

EXCUSED: Ken Robl, Highway Committee Member 

 

ALSO 

PRESENT: John Fink, Assistant to the County Executive 

 

 

Chairman Albrecht called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  A motion was made by Supervisor Warnke, 

seconded by Supervisor Farrey to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2019 meeting as written.  Motion carried 4-0.   

 

Chairman Albrecht asked if there was any public input on the agenda.  There was none. 

 

Commissioner Palonen distributed a draft copy of a Memo of Understanding (MOU) regarding a detention 

pond along CTH O.  The agreement between the Town of Neenah and Winnebago County outlines the 

responsibilities concerning the construction and maintenance of a detention pond located on the south side of  

CTH O between I41 and CTH CB.  The pond will be constructed in conjunction with the reconstruction of CTH O, 

anticipated in 2020.  The addition of the pond will help Winnebago County meet their stormwater run-off MS4 

permit requirements.  Commissioner Palonen stated the cost and maintenance of the pond is based on the total 

water shed generated.  Winnebago County’s portion is 5.4%. Supervisor Farrey stated that he would like to see a 

dollar amount.  After discussion, Commissioner Palonen stated that he will present the MOU to the County 

Executive for approval. 

 

Commissioner Palonen distributed a draft agreement between the Winnebago County Highway Department 

and the Town of Clayton.  The purpose of the agreement is to outline how the terms of design engineering, right of 

way acquisition, and construction would be cost shared on a jurisdictional transfer of CTH T from Pioneer Road to 

CTH II to the Town of Clayton; and Pioneer Road from CTH T to CTH II to Winnebago County. This idea has 

been previously discussed between the two entities.  At this time the Town of Clayton is requesting Winnebago 

County pay 100% of the costs to pulverize and pave the existing CTH T and pay 100% of the design and 

reconstruction costs for Pioneer Road. Discussion followed.  All committee members present were in agreement 

that Commissioner Palonen should negotiate with the Town of Clayton to pay one-half of the costs to pulverize and 

pave CTH T through Larsen, or no agreement would be made.  Commissioner Palonen informed the Committee 

that if CTH T remains under County jurisdiction, that within the next five years it will need repairs and repaving.  

He stated that he could apply for LRIP funds at that time.        
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 The CTH CB and Oakridge Road roundabout bids were discussed.  Commissioner Palonen stated that the 

bids came in approximately $400,000 higher than were anticipated by the engineering firm.  Following their 

guidelines, the State will not pay anything over the estimated cost, meaning Winnebago County is responsible for 

the additional funding.  After discussion, Commissioner Palonen stated that he would recommend utilizing funds 

from another project that came in under budget. The committee members agreed, but stated the county board should 

be made aware of the issue.  The roundabout is scheduled to begin next month. 

 

 Bids were also opened on the CTH CB widening project from Shady Lane to CTH BB.  The bid was 

awarded to R&R Wash Materials, and came in approximately $650,000 under what was estimated for contractor 

expenses, which includes grading, curb and gutter and storm sewer work. The design consultant will have an 

inspector on-site daily to oversee the project.  The hauling, shaping, paving and shouldering work will be 

performed by Highway Department crews.  This $600,000 overfunded balance could be used to offset the 

roundabout budget shortfall.     

 

 General Operations: 

 

 Commissioner Palonen updated the committee on Highway Department operations.  He stated the crews 

are finishing up crack filling county roads and anticipate chip sealing to start in mid-June.   

 Crews are also addressing maintenance issues for the WisDOT, including repairing guardrail, ditching and 

sweeping along I41. 

 The Superintendents completed their town road surveys recently, and will be scheduling work as requested.   

 Paving is scheduled to start next week, completing the box culvert job on CTH N that began in 2018.  

There are also two parking lots at Health and Human Services, and lots at Park View and for the Parks 

Department.  The first capital project will be CTH K. 

 The tow plow has been ordered, with delivery expected in the next few months. 

 The open position in the shop has been filled, with a new mechanic starting next week. 

 One of the Equipment Operator 1 positions has been filled.  One position will remain open to convert to an 

Operator 2 during the budget process. An Equipment Operator 2 position also needs to be filled from a 

recent promotion. 

 The Committee asked if the salary discrepancies between new promotions and existing staff were 

addressed. Commissioner Palonen stated that the Personnel & Finance Committee approved salary 

adjustments for the Foremen at their meeting last week.  Commissioner Palonen asked Human Resources to 

contact him directly during the new hiring process to discuss wages before a similar issue arises. 

 Supervisor Egan asked if the department got their new brush cutter.  He also stated that he observed crews 

working along I41 & STH 76 that did not appear to have the proper warning signs and barrels.  He asked 

Commissioner Palonen to look into it. 

 Commissioner Palonen distributed an agenda for the 2019 Summer Road School to be held June 3-5 in 

Wisconsin Dells. 

 

The next meeting of the Highway Committee is scheduled for Monday, June 17th at 9:00 a.m.   

 

A motion was made by Chairman Albrecht, seconded by Supervisor Farrey to adjourn.  Motion 

carried 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 

 

 

Laura Spanbauer 

Administrative Associate 


