
CONSENT AGENDAS

Streamlining Government 
Through Efficiency



WHAT IS A CONSENT AGENDA?

•A tool used to streamline meeting 
procedures by collecting routine, and 
non-controversial items into a group 
whereby all are all are passed with a 
single motion and vote through 
unanimous consent.



WHAT IS UNANIMOUS 
CONSENT

• An agreement on any question or matter 
before a governing body that sets aside a 
rule of procedure to expedite proceedings. 

• No discussion takes place. Through 
unanimous consent, the consent agenda is 
approved pending the absence of any 
objections through a single vote covering all 
consent items. 



EXAMPLES OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

• Approval of Minutes
• Zoning Changes
• Appointments
• Donations
• Grants
• Claims
• Commendations
• Small Budget Transfers and other Housekeeping 

Items



WHO DECIDES WHAT IS PLACED IN THE 
CONSENT AGENDA?

• The county board chair will decide what 
items are placed on the consent agenda.

• The decision will be contemplated at the 
agenda prep meeting and finalized before 
the board packet is sent out.



CAN YOU PULL THINGS OUT OF A 
CONSENT AGENDA?

• Yes.  Any board member may request that 
any of the items within the consent agenda 
be removed from the group for individual 
discussion and a separate motion and vote. 

• This action is taken when the consent 
agenda is up for approval

• No vote is required to remove an item from 
the consent agenda.



WALKING THROUGH A 
CONSENT AGENDA

• In this instance, all of these items are 
approved in one motion.  A supervisor 
makes the motion to approve the 
consent agenda.

• Lets assume you have a question over 
appointing Paul Johnson as a trustee of 
the fire district.

• You would request that item be 
removed from the consent agenda

• It would then be considered separately 
as the next item on the agenda, 
discussed, and voted on.


